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	Students are passionate, urgent, joyful, caring and “on a mission” towards a destination that matters to them.  They have deep conviction in the destination for the year, understand the role it will play in their future aspirations and can make authentic connections to the importance of daily objectives in reaching both short (i.e. end of summer or end of course goals)  and long term goals. This conviction drives an incredibly high level of urgency, where students are the drivers of high expectations and high levels of engagement. Students are actively building the intrinsic motivation, confidence and character that will empower them to achieve enduring success.

For videos of teachers investing their students in various ways, visit this page of the Culture Chronicles!

	How will you get to know parents/guardians?: 
· Parent Letters & Surveys: 




       
· Phone Call Home Script



	How will parents/guardians get to know you?: 
· See letters above 
· Work together with colleagues to make a grade level or subject “Influencer Night” and invite family members, community members/guests, and guardians. 


	What is your plan for communicating with parents and the frequency with which that will happen? Be sure to plan connecting with parents for positive reasons, not just classroom management: 

· Example this e-mail blast sent to parents and students for an idea to get you started! 




Be sure to continue on to Part 3: Investing Students by Developing “I Want” and “I Can” (a separate document).



Parent Letter & Survey #2.doc
Miss Brooks

8th Grade Science


August 8, 2007


Dear Parent/Guardian,


I would like to introduce myself as your child’s 8th grade science teacher at Clinton Middle School.  I am very excited to have the opportunity to work with your child.


I have high expectations for my students.  In our classroom, they will behave in a way that is appropriate to young science scholars, and they will hard to master the content and skills needed to complete 8th grade science.  Your child should bring home a copy of my classroom Rules, Consequences and Procedures tonight.  Please read over these rules and procedures with your child and sign the attached sheet.

I will most likely be calling you periodically throughout the year to share with you how your student is progressing in my class, so you should feel free to contact me as well.  I can be reached at school at (225) 683-5267 or at home at (225) 301-1759 before 9pm.  Also, you may e-mail me at veronicadublinbrooks@gmail.com if you so choose.  


You are welcome to come observe in our classroom at any time.  Please contact me beforehand if you are interested.


You can expect your child to have homework every night from Tuesday to Thursday.  Please check in with your child to make sure that they have completed their homework for the following day.


For my class, your child will need:


· A 3-ring binder for SCIENCE CLASS ONLY.  This may NOT be a part of another, larger binder, as it will need to be left in my classroom to be graded some nights.


· Writing utensils (pens or pencils).


· A folder (manila or 2-pocket) for HOMEWORK.


· Loose leaf paper.


· A calculator (optional).


Your child needs to have these supplies by Tuesday, August 14.  I will be performing a Materials Quiz that day for a grade.  If you have any trouble obtaining these materials, please have your child talk to me, and we will work something out.


To provide me with information to best contact you, please fill out the short questionnaire attached to this letter and return it to school with your child tomorrow.

This is going to be a great year for my students.  I look forward to working with them and hearing from you!


Sincerely,   


Veronica Brooks

Parent Survey


Child’s Name: ________________________________________________________________________


Guardian’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________


Relation to Child: _____________________________________________________________________


Home Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________


Cell Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________


Work Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________


E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________________________


When is the best time to contact you?  What is the best number to use?


Is there anything I should know about your child (medical conditions, trouble seeing the board, bladder problems, personality, etc.?)


Would you be interested in visiting/helping out in our classroom?


Other comments:


image3.emf
Parent Letter.doc


Parent Letter.doc
[image: image1.jpg]



PARENT LETTER
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10 August 2006

Dear Parent and/or Guardian,


Hello!  My name is Mr. Gibney and I am lucky enough to have your child in one of my classes.  Your child will find that I am a tough, but fair, teacher who has planned an exciting and productive school year.


My particular style of teaching is based on three things: setting high expectations for EVERY student, showing respect for all students and expecting respect in return, and last, but certainly not least, parental involvement.  It is my belief that when parents and teachers work together a student can accomplish anything.  


It is my hope to talk with the parents and/or guardians of all those in my classes.  I plan to contact you personally in the next week.  Please feel free to contact me in any of the following ways:



School: (985)-536-4226


Cell: (804)-305-0629


Email: john.gibney@gmail.com



To help your child succeed in my challenging science class, there are five simple things that you can do:  

1. PROGRESS REPORTS—Ask your student to see their progress report every week.  Each Monday, I print out new progress reports that give a detailed summary of their grade and all missing assignments.  Please sign these reports and return them to school with the student.

2. STUDY AT HOME—Make sure that your student studies each night for at least 20 minutes.  Every Wednesday we have a quiz and on Friday we have tests or exams.  

3. STUDY SESSIONS—Bring your student to school early on Fridays for a test review.  Mr. Gibney provides breakfast and session starts at 6:30 am.  There will be class study sessions at the Laplace Main Branch Library @ 2920 Highway 51 on certain days throughout the semester.  Advance notice will be given.  Students who attend my free review and free tutoring sessions usually have much higher grades in my class.  This is also a great time to make up missing assignments.

4. ENCOURAGE—Encourage your student to ask questions in class and come in for extra help when they need it.  Also, praise them for doing well…they deserve it! 

5. SUPPLIES— Students need the following supplies.  Please feel free to contact me if you or your student cannot get any of these supplies and we will work a system out privately.


· A three ring binder (at least 1 inch thick ~$1.50 @ Wal-Mart)


· Tab Dividers ($0.98 @ Wal-Mart)


· Blank loose-leaf ($.39 per 100 sheets @ Wal-Mart)


· A scientific calculator (~$10 @ Wal-Mart). A TI-83Plus Silver Edition ($120) is good for college and math.

To help me serve your student better, I would be grateful if you could take five minutes out of your busy day and complete the parent survey.  Please have your student return it to me as their first homework assignment.  I look forward to working with you and your student!


Wishing you peace,


Mr. Gibney (Teacher of Biology, Physical Science, Chemistry, and Physics at East St. John High School)
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                                          Biology: PARENT/GUARDIAN SURVEY                 Mr. Gibney

(DUE: August 14th)

Thank you so much for taking 5 minutes out of your busy day to complete this survey.  The more information I have, the better we can work together to help your student do well in my class.  Please feel free to use the back side if you need more space for any answer.

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________________________________________


Relationship to Student (i.e. parent, grandmother…): ______________________________________


E-mail Address: ______________ Home Phone: ________________ Work Phone: _______________     Cell Phone:________________


What is the best number and time to contact you about your student?

· Number:   [  ] Home
[  ] Work
[  ] Cell         Time:       _______________________ 

1. With 2 weeks notice, would you be interested in chaperoning a class field trip?    [  ] Yes    [  ] No

2. Would you be interested in being a guest speaker in our science classroom?  [  ] Yes    [  ] No



If so, what topic(s) would you like to speak about?


3. Do you know anyone that would be an interesting guest speaker in science class? [  ] Yes  [  ] No



If so, what are their names, and how should I contact them?


4. What do you wish that teachers knew about your student that they might not know?  Also, does your student have any special needs or conditions that make learning more difficult for them?

5. What motivates your student?


6. What are your goals for your student?


7. Is there anything else that I should know that would be helpful in making me the best teacher for your student?   

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________________
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Phone Script for Conversation with Family Members

		Hi, this is ____________________, _____________’s __________________ teacher.  I am hoping to talk to you briefly about ________________________, is this a good time?    





		Notes: 



		So the purpose of this call is to get to know you and __________ a little better and talk through ways in which I can best support _______________ this year.  





		



		I would first love to know, what do you love most about ________________ or consider ____________________’ s greatest strength.   







		



		What is your greatest hope for __________________________?  

		











		This year we are (state your goal and why it is important).   Knowing this, I am curious to know from you what you how I can best support __________________ this year.  





		



		Is there anything else you would like me to know or do to ensure ____________________ is successful this year?  







		



		I really appreciate you taking the time to talk to me and I want you to know that I really do believe that ____________ can be successful in this class, this and I am going to do everything in my power to help _____________________ be successful.  

		



		Is there anything else I can do to ensure you and I are on a united front?  







		



		Great, well thanks for taking the time to chat with me and please do not hesitate to reach out should you need anything and I am really looking forward to working with you and  _____________ this year!  
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August 14, 2001



Dear Parents and Guardians,



Welcome to the 2001 – 2002 school year!  I am very excited about having your child in my fifth grade class. I’m looking forward to working closely with you and your child as this year of hard work, education and achievement proceeds.  To begin our partnership, I want to share the answers to two very important questions that you may have as the year begins:



How can my child be successful in Ms. Schankula’s class?

●	Your child should complete every homework assignment.

In order to make sure that all students learn as much as possible every day, I will assign homework EVERY night.  The homework is designed to allow students to practice what they’ve learned during the school day & to improve their reading ability.  If  your child ever has trouble with an assignment, s/he should call me at home.

●	Your child should work hard and read A LOT.

●	Your child should follow the rules of our class.

In my class, we have six simple rules that will help to make sure that all students can focus on learning, and I can focus on teaching.  Your child received a copy of our class rules today.  S/he can show them to you and explain each rule.  In my class, we will be using a card chart to keep track of student behavior. Each child will begin the day on his/her black card.  Students with excellent behavior will stay on black all day.  If a student chooses to break a rule, s/he will have to change a card.   Your child can tell you exactly what will happen if s/he changes a card. Students who stay on black all day, all week, or all month will receive recognition for their excellence!

How will I know what’s going on and how my child is doing in Ms. Schankula’s class?

●	I will send a letter to you every Monday.  

This letter will always come home in your child’s purple homework folder.  It will be your child’s responsibility to get it signed by you and to return it to me in on Tuesday.  This will let me know that you’ve had a chance to read it.  The weekly parent/guardian letter will contain important information for you about what we’re studying and what projects are due. It will also contain homework assignments for the entire week.

●	I will send home progress reports every three weeks.

●	You can call me at home or stop by to talk with me during my planning period

If you would like to know about your child’s progress at any time, please call me or stop by school during my planning period which takes place every day from 11:35 a.m. – 12:25 p.m.



In my two years at Carver, I have worked with energetic, intelligent students and hard-working, supportive parents.  I really appreciate the time you take to make sure your child does well in school.  Like you, I can greatly about your child.  If you ever have questions for me, if you want an update on how your child is doing or if you simply want to say hello, I can be reached at home at 887-8126.  I would LOVE to hear from you.  Together, I know we’ll make this an excellent year!



Thank you,

Ms. Schankula



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



Please sign on the line below once you’ve read this letter.  Return the signed part to school with your student tomorrow so that s/he will get at A+ for homework.  Thanks!





Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________________________


Parent/Guardian Information Questionnaire

(to be completed at home by the parent or guardian)



Student’s Name: ________________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s)  Name(s): ____________________________________________________

Nighttime Phone Number(s):______________________________________________________

Daytime Phone Numbers:     ______________________ __________________________________________

Cell Phone Number(s):         ___________________________ ______________________________________  

Phone number of a family member or friend for emergencies: ______________________________

What is the best time of day for me to call home? 

____ IN THE MORNING BEFORE SCHOOL

					____ BETWEEN 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

					____ BETWEEN 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.



Does your child have any medical conditions that I need to know about?  Please explain.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does your child take any medications regularly?		YES 			NO

If yes, what medications does s/he take? ______________________________________________________________________________

What are you most proud of about your child?  ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What do you hope your child will accomplish this year? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything your child might need special help with? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything else that you would like to tell me that might help me to teach your child? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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